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2009 - 2010 Calendar 
 

Month Date(s) Event Scout & SM in Charge 
September 10th First meeting  

 19th Shed Day Mr.Adams 
 25th Monkey Bridge Setup Joe W./Mr. Zeigler, Mr. Gastio 
 26th East Fishkill Community Day Monkey Bridge 

(rain date 9/27) 
 

October 2nd-4th Campout ñHerkimer Diamond Mineò (PC) Wil B./Mr. Zeigler 
 10th & 11th Popcorn Sales Mrs. DiSalvo 
 15th Cut-off for COH  
 18th Bike Ride Dom S./Mr. Gastio 
 23rd-25th Campout ñPatrol Competitionò at Nooteeming (PC) Joe W./Mr. Hendricks 
 29th Troop Court of Honor  

November 1st Adopt-a-Highway, PLC Mr. Adams 
 6th-8th Campout ñUSS New York Commissioningò Rick C./Mr. Coffin 
 22nd Thanksgiving Baskets, PLC Mr. Shultis 
 26th No Meeting (Thanksgiving)  
 28th & 29th Wreath Fundraiser  
 28th Night Hike Chris W./Mr. DiSalvo 

December 5th & 6th Wreath Fundraiser  
 17th Troop Christmas Party - Wear Class B  
 20th Christmas Baskets, PLC Mr. Loehr 
 24th Parking Assistance for St. Columba 4pm Mass Mr. Boston 
 24th No Meeting (Christmas break)  
 31st No Meeting (Christmas break)  

January 8th-10th JLT Campout - PLC only Mr. Zeigler, Mr. Grove 
 16th-17th Campout ñWilderness Survivalò (First Class and 

above) 
Ryan H./Mr. Gastio 

 23rd Eskimo Run Joe D./Mr. Haight 
 30th Eskimo Run Snow Date  

February 6th Klondike Derby Kevin H./Mr. Wiley 
 7th Scout Sunday SC:Mr. Loehr, SD:Mr. Haight, 

BK:Mr. Wiley 
 11th Cut-off for COH  
 20th Troop Ski Day Ian S./Mr. Shultis, Mr. Gastio 
 25th Troop Court of Honor  

March 5th-7th Ski Trip Joe F./Mr. Hendricks, Mr. Loehr 
 13th Scouting for Food starts Mr. DiSalvo 
 14th AIR (Albany Indoor RockGym) Chris B./Mr.Shultis 
 19th-21st Smugglers Notch Council Event Mrs. Schmid 
 20th Scouting for Food drop-off  
 28th Easter Baskets, PLC Mr. DiSalvo 

April 1st No Meeting (WCSD Spring Recess)  
 9th-11th Campout at Alpine (PC) Chris W./Mr. Whitton 
 25th Adopt-a-Highway, PLC Mr. Adams 



 30th-2nd Historic Campout ñPhiladelphiaò Brad F./Mr. Fronckowiak 
May 14th-16th Council Camporee at Rhinebeck Fair Grounds Ryan L./Mr. Coffin 

 22nd Ropes at Sharpe Reservation James D./Mr. Haight 
June 3rd Cut-off for COH  

 4th-6th Campout ñWhitewater Raftingò (PC) Jared O./Mr. DiSalvo 
 12th Rock Scrambling Hike Ian S./Mr. Shultis 
 14th Flag Day  
 17th Troop Court of Honor (Last meeting)  
 24th Summer Camp Meeting  
 25th-27th Campout ñFishing Tripò (PC) Joe D./Mr. Gastio 

July 11th-17th Summer Camp Dates Confirmed, Baiting Hollow  
TBA  High adventure campout - (First Class and above) Mr. Shultis 

Items in bold indicate a change since the calendar was sent out in August 
(PC)= Patrol Cook campout i.e. First Class cook possible 

 
 

Birthdays This Month!  
 
Scouts: Ryan H. - 9/26. 

  
 

From the Committee 

Troop Financial News 
As we begin another year of scouting, the committee would like to take this opportunity to share some 

aspects of the financial side of the troop.  The first topic is troop dues.  After well over a decade of holding dues 
constant, the committee has found it necessary to raise dues for scouts to $50.00 per scout.  This fee increase 
comes now because National has increased what they charge register each scout this year, in addition to our 
troop expenses have risen over the years.  Even with this increase, Troop 40 dues are still among the lowest in 
the area.  The Troop 40 committee and scoutmasters are committed to bringing the scouting program to as 
many boys as possible, so as with any scouting expense, if this creates a significant hardship for a family, 
please contact Mr. Zeigler (Scoutmaster) or Mr. Coffin (Committee Chairperson) to try to make strictly 
confidential special arrangements. 

The committee is attempting to transition from many smaller fund raising activities to fewer activities that 
bring in more funds.  We have dropped the annual Coffee Break due to decreases in Park and Ride availability 
and the large scout, leader, and parent overhead time commitment required.  We have dropped the St. Columba 
entertainment book sales after Mass, though we do have books the scouts may sell.  What the committee hopes 
to see is more focus and involvement in two fundraising projects, which are the popcorn sales and Christmas 
wreath sales.  You will hear more about these in the future, but for pop-corn we hope to build on the terrific 
success of last yearôs individual sales by having more scouts participate at a higher level.  Similarly for wreath 
sales, the troop will put new focus on wreath pre-sales by the scouts to supplement the sales at St. Columba 
and Blessed Kateri.  We hope that by focusing on these two fund raising projects, it will bring in enough to cover 
troop expenses for the year.  If not, we will have to schedule additional fund raising projects (car wash, pancake 
breakfast, or such) in the spring. 

In the next newsletter, the committee will publish a summary of the troop income and expenses so all 
can understand the fund raising efforts and how the money is spent for the scouts. 

Mr. Coffin, Committee Chair 

Registration 
Scout registration fees (dues) are due during the month of September. With the later start this year that means 
within the first three meetings! The fee this year is $50. Checks made out to Troop 40 are preferred. Please 
make every effort to get your payments to Susan Schmid the first or second week. Scouts who have not paid 
their fees will not be able to participate in troop activities and/or advancement as of Oct. 1. Adult Leader fees will 
be collected in November. 

Mrs. Schmid, Committee Co-Chair 
 



Upcoming Events 

Shed Day, Saturday, September 19th 
This is the day we clean out the sheds and make sure the Patrol and Troop gear is in order.  At least two Scouts 
are needed from each Patrol.  Details will be announced at the meetings and emailed in the near future. 

Community Day, Friday, September 25th and Saturday September 26th 
Once again we will be setting up our Monkey Bridge for Community Day.  Setup will be on Friday evening and 
pizza will be served to Scouts who help.  On Saturday Scouts will be needed to complete setup, help man the 
bridge, and to help with the take-down.  This counts as service time.  Watch your email for more details. 

Herkimer Diamond Mine Campout, October 2nd - 4th 
The first campout will be at the Herkimer Diamond Mines where Scouts will get to mine for ñdiamondsò they can 
take home!  Details are being finalized and will be emailed soon.   

Herkimer Diamonds are beautiful double-terminated quartz crystals found in Herkimer, New York.  Incredibly, 
these phenomenal gemstones are close to five hundred million years old.  The crystals are magnificent works of 
nature, found in the rock, having a diamond-like geometrical shape.  Thus, the name recognition of ñHerkimer 
Diamondsò. 

Herkimerôs rival true diamonds.  A true diamond found in the rough is exactly that, a rough appearing glass-like 
stone.  The true diamond must be painstakingly cut by man to give it smooth faces and a geometrical shape.  
On a hardness scale, a true diamond scores a ten.  Herkimer Diamonds falls at a seven on the scale, giving the 
real diamond a close race.  They are naturally faceted, each having eighteen facets and 2 points. 

The collecting methods range from casually looking along the prospecting area, digging through the rubble 
energetically, and using crowbars, sledgehammers and heavy chisels.  The most popular tools are a 2 to 3 lb 
crack hammer and a bull point chisel.  The most popular method of prospecting for loose Herkimer Diamonds is 
by breaking them out of a single rock. 

Scouts can keep everything they find! 

Reminder: Troop registration must be paid in order to attend this trip. 
 
 



Joe DiSalvo at the Kite flying competition 

Sunset on Sand Pond @ NoBe 

 

From the Historian 
 

NoBeBoSco Summer Camp 
2009!  

**Pictures Taken By Brandon F. 

Troop 40 had a fantastic time at Camp 
NoBeBoSco in Blairstown, NJ. The camp 
theme this year was The American Revolution. 
The theme enthused campers with vivid 
history of our country and interactive 
activities like finding the Liberty Bell and 
games.  The games included events such as: 
Kite Flying races (Ricky C., Joe D.), Patriotic 
Canoeing Competitions (Norman B., James 
D., Brandon F., Chris W.) Scoutmaster 
Cannonball Competition, (Mr. Coffin) Polar 
Bear Swim, (James C.) and the Scoutmaster 
Shooting Competition (Mr. D., who won 1st!) 

and the Troop games which Troop 40 placed 

first! When asked about the camp staff 
Ryan H., First Class Scout, replied, ñSo 
far the staff has been the best Iôve ever 
had at summer camp . They knew what 
they were doing and made my 
experience 
great.ò  
 
 



NoBe Dining Hall 

Troop 40 in their Campsite 

Liberty Bell Found at NoBeBoSco!  

 
In wilderness survival; Sean S., Ryan H., Brandon F. 
and A.C. slept the night in shelters they built for a 
merit badge. The scouts who participated in Road to 

Tenderfoot, 
and First Class 

Adventure 
took a 5-mile 
hike up a local 
mountain and 
caught a 
beautiful view 
of New Jersey 
and New York from a New Jersey Fire Tower. 
The Troop put on several hilarious skits 
throughout summer camp such as ñMr. 

Adamôs spitting displayò, ñDoctorôs Officeò, 
ñThe Pink Ladyò, ñThe Hobo- Butlerò and ñSlapping Cardsò.  Troop 40 loved the camp 
meals which included london broil, turkey, outdoor barbecue and more.  The camp 
mess hall was filled with Scouts, laughter, history and singing thanks to the fantastic 
staff of NoBeBoSco. With Troop 40 making NoBe part of their exciting history, we hope 
to have even better adventures in years to come. Thanks to the leadership of Troop 40 
for making this wondrous event possible! 
 

 
Brandon F., Historian 



 

High Adventure! 
Lows Lake High Adventure Canoe Trip 
This summer our High Adventure trip was to Lows Lake in the Adirondaks.  Scouts canoed approximately eight 
miles through one short portage to a very quiet and remote lake.  Only four other groups were spotted camping 
on the lake.  The three pictures below were taken from the campsite. 

 
 
 
 
The picture to the right is an aerial view of the lake.  The  
only way in is by canoe, hiking, or by float plane.  
 
 
 
 
The map below shows where we started and where we 
camped.  The portage was at ñLows Upper Damò. 
 
 
 
  

 
 

Started here 

Camped 
here 



 

From the Scoutmaster 
The PLC met over the summer and planned the events for this year.  The calendar is full of exciting events 
including the commissioning of the USS New York and a Council wide camporee to be held at the fairgrounds 
celebrating 100 years of Scouting in the USA!  Below are a few notes to help Scouts and parents understand 
how things work and plan accordingly. 
 
Advancement Cooking 
There will be five campouts where Scouts can do advancement cooking.  Two are in October, one in April, and 
the last two are in June.  These are indicated on the calendar.  It is important for Scouts to plan when they will 
do these advancements.  If they are looking to reach First Class by the end of the year they should be doing the 
cooking advancements early in the year and not wait until June.  Many Scouts require more than one campout 
to get signed off on First Class cook.  Note: the June campouts are after the cutoff for the Spring COH. 

Why are those last two opportunities so late?  Itôs because the calendar is very crowded and advancement 
cooking is simply not possible on some campouts because the schedules are too tight.  The Camporees are a 
good example.  While there is time to eat it is usually not enough time for a Scout doing cooking advancements 
where there are requirements related to menu and cleanup.  Itôs not fair to the cook or the helpers who want to 
participate in the events going on. 

Scouts always have the option of planning a Patrol campout on their own and can do cooking advancement 
then.  Approval of the Scoutmaster is required and planning well in advance recommended. 

Scouts wanting to do advancement cooking need to follow the instructions in the advancement sheet and 
contact the Scoutmaster specified, usually three meetings prior to the campout.   
 
Advancement 
Scouts who went to summer camp need to give their handbooks to Mrs. Shultis at the beginning of a meeting so 
she can update the Troop records.  This serves two functions: 1) Leaders can see where a Scout stands, and 2) 
it is a backup in case a book is lost.  Anything not recorded by Mrs. Shultis would have to be done over if a book 
is lost. 

According to BSA National a Scout should reach First Class within one year of joining a Troop.  While some of 
our Scouts have done it in one year I do not expect all the Scouts to do that.  It is understood that Scouts 
participate in other activities.  However, I would like to see Scouts reaching Second Class within the first year 
and First Class within two years of joining.  Why get to First Class?  See below! 
 
High Adventure 
The High Adventure trip this year was a canoe trip as describe above.  Scoutmasters and the PLC are looking at 
ideas for next years trip.  To go on a High Adventure trip a Scout must be First Class or above.  These trips are 
incentives for Scouts to advance.  There is also talk of a Seabase trip (Florida Keys).  This is a trip of a lifetime.  
Planning starts well in advance for a trip to Seabase and it would be in the summer of 2011. 
 
Signups 
Scouts are reminded that to signup for a trip both the money and permission slip are required by the trip 
deadline.  The Scribe will not accept names without them unless approved by the SMIC (Scoutmaster in Charge 
of the trip).  Scouts need to check the calendar and emails for details about upcoming events.  The deadline to 
signup is always in the information sheet.  Note: The generic permission slip will no longer be included in the 
newsletter.  Permission slips for all events are always sent out with the information sheet and are available on 
the website, as is the generic form. 
 
JLT (Junior Leader Training) 
There is a JLT campout planned for January 8th - 10th, the first weekend after schools starts following the 
Christmas break.  All Scouts with leadership positions are expected to attend.  This will be a fun campout 
with team building games planned around leadership training.  We will be in a cabin and have a great menu too.  
Please save the date. 
 
Summer Camp 
The PLC has chosen Camp Baiting Hollow on Long Island Sound for next yearôs summer camp.  Please note 
the dates on the calendar as they have been confirmed. 

Mr. Zeigler, Scoutmaster 



 

Miscelaneous Stuff 

USS New York 
The Commissioning for the USS New York is planned for November 7th.  We have a campout scheduled 
around that day.  Details will be sent out when available.  Below is a picture of the ship under way. 

 
 
 


